
The Impact                  

Of Our Choices 
By Dennis Stackhouse 

J ust prior to his physical death, 

Joshua tried to encourage the 

people of Israel with these familiar 

words: “If it is disagreeable in your 

sight to serve the Lord, choose for 

yourselves today whom you will 

serve: whether the gods which your 

fathers served which were beyond the 

River, or the gods of the Amorites in 

whose land you are living; but as for 

me and my house, we will serve the 

Lord” (Joshua 24:15). Strong words 

from one of Israel’s strongest leaders. 

And in reality, choosing to serve God 

is the most important choice any 

human being can ever make because 

that decision will have an impact not 

only in this physical life, it will also 

carry over into eternity. Let’s 

consider for just a few moments the 

choice that must be made by all of us. 

 One point to quickly understand 

is that our choices are rather limited: 

God or the devil. In Matthew 12:30 

Jesus said this: “He who is not with 

Me is against Me; and he who does 

not gather with Me scatters.” Many 

people fail to realize that if they have 

not made a choice to follow and serve 

Christ, they are serving the devil. To 

not make the choice to follow Christ 

is in reality making the choice to 

follow the devil. In fact, such people 

are doing damage to God’s kingdom. 

Notice our Lord said that the one who 

does not follow Him “scatters.” From 

this we must also understand that 

there is no third choice. There are 

those who would like to “ride the 

fence” and walk in some kind of 

imaginary middle ground. 

Unfortunately, there is no middle 

ground; we are following Christ or 

we are following Satan. 

 We should also realize that our 

choice to follow Christ is one that 

must be actively pursued. Jesus 

Himself asked a haunting question in 

Luke 6:46: “Why do you call Me, 

‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I 

say?” The obvious course of action 

for someone who has confessed Jesus 

as their Lord is to obey and follow 

and serve Him through the remainder 

of their life. However, if one 

confesses Christ as his or her Lord 

and then fails to obey Him, they are 

simply wasting their breath. This is 

reinforced in the words of Luke 9:62, 

where Jesus said: “No one, after 

putting his hand to the plow and 

looking back, is fit for the kingdom of 

God.” The Christian life is one that 

requires a constant, unwavering 

dedication to God and Christ. The 
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apostle Paul put it this way: 

“Brethren, I do not regard myself as 

having laid hold of it yet; but one 

thing I do: forgetting what lies behind 

and reaching forward to what lies 

ahead, I press on toward the goal for 

the prize of the upward call of God in 

Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:13-14). 

 The impact of his choice to 

become a Christian caused Paul to 

press toward the goal of heaven, 

something that every child of God 

should be doing. The grand words of 

I Corinthians 15:58 need to be words 

the Christian lives out: “Therefore, 

my beloved brethren, be steadfast, 

immovable, always abounding in the 

work of the Lord, knowing that your 

toil is not in vain in the Lord.” God 

will not forget the work that is done 

in His service (Hebrews 6:10). In the 

same way, we must never forget the 

impact our choices have on the kind 

of life we live. As Christians, we 

must be steadfast.  

——————————————— 

Passionate Commitment 
By Wendell Ward 

A bout commitment; recently I 

read its real meaning expressed 

more clearly than ever before. Gary 

Henry quotes Robert Moorehead to 

have said, “My face is set; my gait is 

fast; my goal is Heaven; my road is 

narrow; my way is rough; my 

companions are few; my guide is 

reliable; my mission is clear. I cannot 

be bought; compromised; detoured; 

lured away; turned back; diluted; or 

delayed. I will not flinch in the face 

of sacrifice; hesitate in the presence 

of adversity; negotiate at the table of 

the enemy; ponder at the pool of 

popularity; or meander in a maze of 

mediocrity. I won’t give up; shut up; 

let up; or slow up.” 

 If those words don’t describe 

your commitment; you do not have 

one. You just have a wish! Get 

yourself a love for God and commit 

to it with the soul of a warrior who 

will, “either conquer or perish with 

honor.” (General George S. Patton) 

 The verb ‘trifle’ means to deal 

with something as if it were of little 

significance or value; to speak or act 

with little seriousness or purpose; to 

play or toy with something. When we 

trifle with God; when we pretend to 

love Him dearly but give Him no 

more than our leftovers, is it not a 

trick we are trying to play on God? 

Do we think God does not notice our 

lack of passionate commitment? 

 “For many of us a right 

relationship with God is seen as an 

important ‘part’ of ‘the good life’ 

which every well-rounded individual 

should address, but it is certainly not 

the whole of things. Jesus says it must 

be more than a vital interest; it must 

become the reigning passion of our 

existence. All that hungry people can 

think of is food.” (Paul Earnhart) 

 In the beatitudes Jesus said with 

sharp clarity, “Blessed are those who 

hunger and thirst for righteousness, 

for they shall be filled.” (Matthew 

5:6) “Blessed are the pure in heart, 
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for they shall see God.” (Matthew 

5:8) Those who shall be filled are 

those who hunger for God with a 

hunger that is desperate; those who 

long for Him with a passion that will 

not be denied. 

 “If anyone desires to come after 

me,” Jesus says, “let him deny 

himself, and take up his cross daily, 

and follow me. For whoever desires 

to save his life will lose it, but 

whoever loses his life for my sake will 

save it.” (Luke 9:23, 24) 

——————————————— 

Simplifying The 

Authority Of Examples 
By Doy Moyer 

H ere is the foundational principle: 

love God with all your heart, 

soul, strength, and mind (see Mark 

12:30) 

 Some may try to pit careful 

adherence to obedience over against 

loving God. Arguing as if the Old 

Covenant was about strict obedience 

while loving God with all the heart is 

what living for Jesus is all about; 

some might fail to connect the fact 

that such strict obedience under the 

Old Covenant was closely tied to their 

need to loved God. 

 Never has there been a time 

when God did not want or expect His 

people to love him with all their 

hearts. Never has God accepted cold, 

rote ritual in lieu of loving him. God 

has always wanted people to do 

justice, love kindness, and walk 

humbly with him (Micah 6:8), and 

never has any of this contradicted the 

need to be careful in diligently 

obeying him. Christ did not come to 

free us from patterns of obedience. 

He came to free us from the patterns 

of sin. He didn’t change the context 

or the concepts inherently involved in 

loving God with all the heart. He 

strengthened them. 

 When we look into the New 

Covenant Scriptures and find God’s 

people doing what pleases him, 

should we not want to follow their 

examples? 

 If we ask, “But is that example 

binding?” are we really asking the 

right question? Such is like asking, 

“Do I have to?” Wouldn’t those who 

love God with all their heart rather 

want to follow an example that God 

saw fit to show us? Shall we not ask 

why this is here? 

 Think about it. By God’s grace 

we have an example of something 

given that He likes. The Scriptures 

aren’t all that large, considering what 

all might have been included. So 

when an example is given that shows 

God’s approval, wouldn’t his people 

who love him with all their heart want 

to take special notice of this example? 

If we are able, and if our 

circumstances are comparable, 

wouldn’t we want to follow the 

example that God, in his grace found 

important enough to include in his 

message? Following such examples is 

part of loving Him. 
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 Further, what example of God’s 

people acting in a way that pleases 

him is something that we would not 

want to follow? Is there a specific 

case of his disciples acting with his 

approval that we would look at today 

and say, “No, we don’t want to do 

that?” If we are able, why would we 

look at something that pleases Him, 

argue it not necessary, and then 

ignore it? What kind of an attitude is 

this? It is one that demonstrates a 

total commitment and love for God? 

But aren’t there details in some 

examples that really are not 

necessary? Of course there are. Not 

every detail is as significant as 

another might be. We need common 

sense, in keeping matters in context 

and recognizing the difference 

between incidentals of telling what 

happened and core issues that led to 

the disciples acting as they did in the 

first place. Are we capable of drawing 

reasonable conclusions about these? 

God gave us minds to use. Let’s use 

them. 

 The point is that God chose to 

include examples of His people acting 

for a reason. Those who love him 

would, I would think, look at those 

examples and, as much as within their 

abilities, and where the circumstances 

compare, follow them. “Do I have 

to?” (i.e., “Is it binding?) Why are we 

asking that question unless we want 

some way around following what we 

see? When God has, in his wisdom, 

provided a look into the actions that 

he likes, those who love him would 

want to do the same. Why would we 

even debate that? That’s a 

foundational starting point. 


