
Write Your Own Funeral 
By H. L. Collett 

H ave you ever wondered what the preacher will say at your funeral? The 

life that you live will determine what the honest preacher will say when 

the time comes. Make the correct selections below and see what your funeral 

sermon will sound like. 

— The deceased (was, was not) a Christian, and we therefore (have, have 

not) a reasonable hope for him. 

— His family (knew, never knew) him to be a man of prayer and sincere 

devotion to God. 

— He was a person who regularly (attended, ignored) the worship 

services, and (could, could not) be counted upon to serve to the best of his 

ability for the Lord. 

— He was (concerned, unconcerned) with the lost, the poor, the afflicted, 

and the homeless. 

— He (loved, did not love) his fellow man, and it was evident in the way 

he treated him. 

— He was (a true friend, two-faced) to those who trusted him and always 

made a real contribution to the (happiness, unhappiness) of people 

wherever he went. 

— He (possessed, did not possess) honesty, integrity, humility, sincerity 

and dependability. 

— He knew the truth and (tried, did not try) to obey it. 

— He (was, was not) an asset to the church, his family, and God. 

— We (will, will not) miss him very much because he (was, was not) the 

type of person everybody loved. 

— He (did, did not) “fight a good fight, finish the course, keep the faith; 

henceforth there (is, is not) laid up for him a crown of righteousness.” 

 Honestly, how would your funeral sermon read? 
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Why I Pray 
By Warren E. Berkley 

I  pray because I believe God listens. 

“Now this is the confidence that 

we have in Him, that if we ask 

anything according to His will, He 

hears us.” (1 Jno. 5:14). 

 I pray because God has told me 

that He cares and is able to help. “. . . 

casting all your care upon Him, for 

He cares for you . . .,“ (1 Pet. 5:7; see 

also Lk. 12:6,7; Heb. 4:16). 

 I pray because my Savior said I 

ought to pray. “Then He spoke a 

parable to them, that men always 

ought to pray and not lose heart,” (Lk. 

18:1). 

 I pray because I’m thankful for 

all the good things God has given. 

“Be anxious for nothing, but in 

everything by prayer and 

supplication, with thanksgiving, let 

your requests be made known to 

God,” (Phil. 4:6; see also, Col.4:2; 1 

Thess. 5:16-1 8). 

 I pray because I need pardon. 

“My little children, these things I 

write to you, that you may not sin. 

And if anyone sins, we have an 

Advocate with the Father, Jesus 

Christ the righteous,” (1 Jno. 2:1; see 

also Acts 8:22 & Psa. 51:1-9). 

 I pray because I adore and love 

my Father. “In this manner, therefore, 

pray: ‘Our Father in heaven, 

Hallowed be Your name’,” (Matt. 

6:9). 

 

 I pray because I’ve read so many 

accounts of people who prayed to 

God with great results. “Elijah was a 

man with a nature like ours, and he 

prayed earnestly that it would not 

rain; and it did not rain on the land for 

three years and six months. And he 

prayed again, and the heaven gave 

rain, and the earth produced its 

fruit.” (Jas. 5:17,18). “The effective, 

fervent prayer of a righteous man 

avails much,” (Jas. 5:16). 

 I pray because of Paul’s 

exhortation. “Therefore I exhort first 

of all that supplications, prayers, 

intercessions, and giving of thanks be 

made for all men, for kings and all 

who are in authority, that we may 

lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 

godliness and reverence. For this is 

good and acceptable in the sight of 

God our Savior,” (1 Tim. 2:1-4). 

 I pray because I believe God has 

the ability to grant even more than 

I’m able to think and ask. “For this 

reason I bow my knees to the Father 

of our Lord Jesus Christ; from whom 

the whole family in heaven and earth 

is named, that He would grant you, 

according to the riches of His glory, 

to be strengthened with might through 

His Spirit in the inner man, that 

Christ may dwell in your hearts 

through faith; that you, being rooted 

and grounded in love, may be able to 

comprehend with all the saints what 

is the width and length and depth and 

height; to know the love of Christ 

which passes knowledge; that you 

may be filled with all the fullness of 

God. Now to Him who is able to do 

(Continued on page 3) 



exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power 

that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all 

generations, forever and ever. Amen.” (Eph. 3:14-21). 

————————————————————————— 

Good For Evil 
By L. A. Stauffer 

M ost Bible students are familiar with Jesus’ teaching to “turn the other 

cheek.” In the Sermon on the Mount he referred to the Jewish practice of 

exacting an “eye for an eye” and a “tooth for a tooth” and then taught his 

disciples that if a man “smiteth thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other 

also” (Mt. 5:39). 

 At first this seems to be a “hard saying”— one that is difficult to accept 

and practice. And it is. But as the years go on — maybe its age, physical 

weakness, or my natural tendency to be cowardly — I have found this 

command less demanding. I seldom build up feelings of retaliation. Where I 

struggle is the next level to which both Peter and Paul take this instruction. 

 Paul taught the brethren at Rome to “render to no man evil for evil” and 

then said “if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him to drink . . . be 

not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good” (Rom. 12:17,20,21). Peter 

says essentially the same thing and then tells brethren to render a “blessing” to 

those who mistreat them (1 Pet. 3:9). 

 What both apostles tell us is that the love of Christ demands that we act 

with positive good will toward our enemies. I would be fine if I could pray for 

them, as Jesus also taught (Mt. 5:44), and then ignore them. I have found this to 

be true in many situations in the church and even in family life. I seldom feel 

the need to get even, but it is a real temptation to sulk, become moody, and treat 

brethren and family members with indifference. 

 How many times I have done this, how many times I have preached to 

myself about it, how many times I have taken days, weeks, and even months to 

get back to a normal relationship with the persons involved. We should really 

pity folks who are petty and who wrong us, we should leave them to the Lord 

for judgment, and we should seek to show them goodness — manifesting to 

them a benevolent and kind spirit. How well I know this, but how pitifully I 

practice it. 

 May God help me and all of us to love and do good at all times. 

(Continued from page 2) 
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 The Average 

I f a man were to stand with one foot 

on a hot stove and one foot in a 

freezer, some statistician would assert 

that, on average, he’s comfortable. 

 This reminds me of some who 

seem to feel that they can come to 

church on Sunday and yet live like 

the devil during the week. They say 

that they are, on the average, pretty 

good people. 

 Such a person cannot be 

“comfortable” any more than the man 

with his foot on the stove and the 

other in a freezer. He is “a double-

minded man, unstable in all his 

ways” (James 1:8). He has only 

enough religion to be miserable, but 

not enough to go to heaven. 

 Our Lord does not prefer an 

average. He wants his people to be 

either “cold or hot.” The average 

nauseates Him. He will spew out of 

his mouth those who are lukewarm 

(Rev. 3:15-1 6). 

 Brother, you had better get all 

the way on the Lord’s side now, lest 

you spend eternity with the devil. 

February Birthdays: 

The 1st Roseanna Carter; the 6th Jay 

Stewart; the 11th Mary Lynn 

McCartney; the 17th Austin Hisaw; 

the 20th Shirley Pike; the 22nd Peggy 

Thomas; the 25th Don Haynes 

Visitors — We pray that you 

benefit spiritually from our            

worship together and hope          

to see you again. 


