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Faith And How It Works

By Jim Alverson

hen a friend, family member, or brother is facing some serious problem
or stressful situation, we may tell them, “Just have faith. It will all work
out.” But what is faith? How do we acquire it? How does it work (within us)?

In the New Testament, the word translated “faith” is the Greek work pistis.
Strong’s Expanded Dictionary of Bible Words says, “Faith means trust,
confidence, assurance, and belief.” It is the word used in Heb. 11:1, “Now faith
(pistis) is the assurance of things hoped for (but not yet received), the
conviction (in our hearts and minds) of things not seen (the invisible spiritual
things, e.g. God).

Many use the words faith and belief interchangeably and, while they are
generally synonymous, there is a difference between the two. The only time
belief is used in the New Testament is in 2 Thess. 2:13, where it is translated
from pistis; belief (and its verb from believe) carry a different shade of meaning
than faith. Writing about what we call a “dead faith,” James says, “You believe
that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe — and shudder” (Jas.
2:19)! This demonstrates that you can have a belief in something (in this case,
God), but not have faith (trust) in Him.

So, how do we acquire faith? Humans operate on a belief system. A belief
is a decision based on evidence presented to us and then evaluated carefully.
Let me see if I can illustrate this. I move to a new city. Soon thereafter, my car
needs some work and I set out to find a good mechanic. I ask members of the
church and they suggest a name. I might do a Google search for reviews.
Finally, I have enough information (evidence) to believe he can do the job. Do I
have faith (trust) in him? Not yet — he hasn’t demonstrated that he can do the
job. The first time I take my car to him, there may be a belief that he can do the
job based on evidence presented, but there is still a certain amount of risk
involved. After the job is completed on time and on budget, I begin to develop
faith in him. He has demonstrated that he can be trusted. Each time I return to
him for work on my car (it’s an old car in need of much work), and he
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continues the same level of
excellence, my faith in him grows.

Faith in God and His word
operates on the same principles; there
are no special rules. We may be
searching for something to fill a
nagging void in our lives. Someone
tells us about God and His word.
Since Jesus died about 2,000 years
ago, we do not have the same
privilege of seeing His works or
hearing His words as those who
walked with Him; we “see” and
“hear” them through the faithful
records of the gospel writers. We
evaluate what they say and
investigate it ourselves. In their
writings, we hear Jesus” wonderful
words of love and hope. In them, we
see Jesus affirm His words by His
marvelous deeds. Through them, we
develop the faith that Jesus is who He
says He is: the Son of God. We have
arrived to a point of having faith in
God, just as Paul states, “Faith comes
by hearing . . . the word of
God” (Rom. 10:17). We build our
faith in God by building our
relationship with Him through study,
prayer, and meditation.

OK, so now we have acquired
faith in God. Now what? Nowhere in
the Scriptures is there contemplated a
stagnate or inactive faith. Faith leads
you to action. In the passage from
James mentioned above, James
begins a contrast between simple
belief and living, active faith. He
continues in verses 20-22 to give the
example of Abraham, “Do you want
to be shown, you foolish person, that

faith apart from works is useless?
Was not Abraham our father justified
by works when he offered up his son
Isaac on the altar? You see that faith
was active along with his works, and
faith was completed by his works.” In
the Genesis account of this, after the
angel of the Lord prevented Abraham
from harming Isaac, he said, “for now
I know that you fear God. . .” Active,
saving faith, then, is not simply a
matter of acknowledging something
that you accept to be true, it is doing
something with it. Faith involves the
entire person — body, soul, and spirit
— embracing the truth with the mind,
heart, and will.

This concept is often illustrated
with a story drawn from the exploit of
the 19th Century daredevil Clifford
Calverley. In 1992, Calverley pushed
a wheelbarrow over a tightrope
stretched across Niagara Falls. He
turned to the audience gathered there
and asked, “Now that you’ve seen
what I can do, do you believe I can do
it again?” The crowd enthusiastically
answered, “Yes!” “Do you think I can
do it with another person in the
wheelbarrow?” “YES!” Calverley
then issued a challenge, “Well then.
Who wants to climb in?”

What is faith? It is trust,
assurance, and confidence in God and
Jesus Christ. A living, active, saving
faith is not just believing that God
exists; sometimes it means getting
into the wheelbarrow.

Study Your Bible



How Will You Answer The Question?

By Dee Bowman

¢6 hat is your life?” asks James, the Lord’s brother. He then gives his
own answer, as one inspired of God to do so: “It is even as a vapor
that appeareth for a little time and then vanisheth away” (4:14).

Life is time. Time is life. Nobody knows just how much of it he has.

“What is my life?”” That is the question. And it’s a question ever man must
answer for himself, for that life belongs to each person and to that person alone.

Every person plots his own course, plans and predicts his own route to
pursue.

Here are some scripture-based suggestions to help each one of to make
good choices when we’re about to answer the question, “what is your life?”

Life is the little. 1t’s a little health so that, you can participate. It’s a little
peace so you can sleep well. It’s a little happiness so you can enjoy what you do
and enjoy those with whom you do it. It’s a little joy to offset the burdens you
have to bear. It’s a little sorrow to keep you from being too happy with this life
and keep you looking forward to a better one. Little stuff is better than big stuff
most of the time. Read Ecclesiastes 9:7-12.

Life is the less. 1t’s not more money. You can only buy so much. It’s not
more things. You can only play with one thing at a time. You can only watch
one show at a time, listen to one song, read one page. Life — it’s not more
repute, not who and how many know you. So what if somebody does or does
not know you? How much difference will that make in the finality of things?
Popularity is fickle, fame is fleeting. Read Proverbs 10:16-17.

Life is the unimportant. Few people will make much of a dent in history.
And there are only so many “big” events anyhow. It’s the little, everyday things
that really make up life. A new baby. A new bride, a new neighbor, a new
Christian. A birthday card you didn’t expect. An unexpected gift from that
special someone that just said, “Happy Tuesday, I love you.” A new putter. A
new dress. And what about a new grand baby? These things are not much
reported on the news and may not be very important to anybody else, but these
seemingly unimportant things are the stuff of which life is made — they’re
life’s treasures. Read Psalm 92:1-5.

Life is for living. One day at a time. Life is worth living — but only if you
live right. There’s really not much value to life when you have to spend all your
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time trying to top last week’s party,
or shopping just to buy something
bigger or more expensive than what
you got the last time. Life is worth
living, if you practice kindness, if you
recommend the better and call for the
good, if you take time to care. Life
takes on meaning when you’re trying
to help someone get better or get
something fixed that’s been broken.
Life is valuable when you run the risk
of getting involved, when you don’t
mind hurting a little yourself to keep
someone else from hurting. Read
Psalm 23.

Life is for getting better. Growth
is a vital part of who and what we are
— and not just the physical variety,
but much more so — the spiritual
variety. What a pleasure to find some
new kernel of truth. And what an
even greater joy when you apply that
truth and voila — it works. And what
a pleasure to teach some little one and
watch as he makes applications of
that teaching and becomes better. To
know you helped someone get better,
be wiser, be more spiritual — now
that’s life. Read II Peter 3:17-18.

One thing is certain: it matters
greatly how we answer the question.
Just what is your life?
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Visitors — We pray that you
benefit spiritually from our
worship together and hope to
see you again.

May Birthdays:
The 16th Stephen Collins
The 26th Lowell Blue
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